
PHILANTHROPY WEST VIRGINIA 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES REVIEW 

 

OVERVIEW:  Philanthropy West Virginia issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) and received five proposals.  These were compiled by Paul for initial 
review.  Board members: Janell Ray, Bob Boone, and Dena Cushman reviewed and shared feedback with the F&A Committee.  The criteria for vetting 
included: (a) effectiveness in working with Philanthropy WV, (b) quality service of accounting/CFO needs confirmed via reference checks by other clients, 
(c) preference for a WV firm, and (d) within our budgeting price range.  Two were eliminated due to lack of online systems.  
 
The Finance & Administration Committee has ranked the firms in the numerical order included at the bottom of this document.  Paul will do reference 
checks on the top two firms to put forward a recommendation by the board meeting.  The Finance & Administration Committee’s recommendation is: 

§ As the experience with eCratchit late last year left Philanthropy WV with a lower level of confidence in our current vendor, Philanthropy WV is 
looking at bringing our outsourced chief financial officer/bookkeeping services closer to home 

§ Based upon positive reference checks and follow up responses, Philanthropy WV will select a firm to transition by end of 2019/beginning of 2020 
Ranked Proposal Summaries:  
Rank Company: Summary: Estimated Annual 

Cost: 
Contact: 

1st  Suttle & Stalnaker 
Multiple WV 
locations  

All three reviewers liked the proposal form Suttle & 
Stalnaker.  They followed the RFP outline and responded 
with details. They have online bill payment ability and 
other resources. The depth of their team is excellent and 
have the necessary credentials. Their fee structure is 
reasonable. A WV based firm.   

Annual Cost estimate 
$13,500.  Tasks outside 
of contract would be 
billed separately.  
 

Saundra Uly, Coordinating 
& Engagement Member  

2nd Conley CPA 
Fairmont, WV 

All three reviewers choose this as their second choice.  
Professional proposal with well-structured responses. Not 
as a diverse reference list as Suttle. Reasonable fee 
structure.  

$1,225/monthly fee.  
Annual Cost estimate: 
$14,700 
 

Jennifer Wade, CPA, 
CGMA  

3rd  Felton CPA 
Wheeling, WV  

Provided a less comprehensive proposal, but could be a 
good vendor.  Price was beyond our budget ability.  

Annual Cost estimate: 
$20,000 

Patrick Felton, CPA 

Current 
Vendor 

eCratchit Service provider since 2015.  There recent growth has 
resulted in some communication challenges and are based 
outside of WV.  While staying with them would be 
possible, the “dismissal letter” sent last year and we 
worked out was an indication that we are at the top of 
their list of clients.   

Annual Cost is 
estimated at $10,000 to 
12,000 for 2019 

Ed Muhlerin, CPA, JD 
 

 
 


